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English Idioms In Use Advanced With
Answers

english idioms in use advanced with answers Mastering English idioms is a crucial step toward achieving fluency
and sounding more natural in both spoken and written communication. For advanced learners, understanding and
correctly applying idioms can significantly enhance their language skills, making conversations more engaging and
writing more expressive. This article explores a collection of advanced English idioms, provides their meanings, and
offers practical examples to help you incorporate them confidently into your vocabulary. Whether you're preparing for a
language proficiency exam, participating in business negotiations, or simply aiming to elevate your English, mastering
these idioms will be invaluable.

Understanding Advanced English Idioms

English idioms are phrases whose meanings are not deducible from the literal definitions of the words. They often reflect
cultural nuances, historical references, or common experiences. Advanced idioms tend to be more abstract,
metaphorical, or less commonly used, requiring a deeper grasp of language and context. Why Focus on Advanced
Idioms? - They enrich your language and make it more nuanced. - They demonstrate a high level of language proficiency.
- They help you understand native speakers better, especially in idiomatic expressions used in professional or literary
contexts. - They allow you to express complex ideas succinctly.

Common Advanced English Idioms and Their Meanings

Below is a curated list of advanced idioms, their definitions, and examples to illustrate usage.

1. Break the ice
Meaning: To initiate social interactions and ease tension in a group or between individuals. Example: The manager told a
funny story to break the ice at the beginning of the meeting.

2. Bite the bullet
Meaning: To endure a painful or unpleasant situation bravely. Example: Although she was nervous about the surgery, she
decided to bite the bullet and go through with it.

3. Burn the midnight oil
Meaning: To work late into the night, usually studying or working hard. Example: He’s been burning the midnight oil
preparing for his final exams.

4. Cast the first stone
Meaning: To be the first to criticize or accuse someone, often hypocritically. Example: She warned him about judging
others because they are not perfect—remember, cast the first stone.



5. Cut corners
Meaning: To do something in the easiest or most inexpensive way, often sacrificing quality. Example: The company cut
corners on safety to save costs, which led to accidents.

6. Devil’s advocate
Meaning: To argue against a position for the sake of debate or to explore the validity of the opposing view. Example: I’ll
play devil’s advocate and argue against the proposal to ensure we consider all perspectives.

7. Fly off the handle
Meaning: To suddenly become very angry. Example: He tends to fly off the handle when things don’t go according to plan.

8. Hit the nail on the head
Meaning: To describe exactly what is causing a situation or problem. Example: Your analysis of the market trends really
hit the nail on the head.

9. In the same boat
Meaning: To be in the same difficult situation as others. Example: With the recent layoffs, we’re all in the same boat.

10. Jump the gun
Meaning: To act prematurely or before the appropriate time. Example: They jumped the gun by announcing the product
before it was fully developed.

Practical Tips for Incorporating Advanced Idioms

Using advanced idioms effectively requires understanding their context and appropriate placement within speech or
writing. Here are some tips to help you master their use: 1. Study idioms in context Always learn idioms alongside
examples. This helps you grasp their connotations and suitable situations. 2. Practice regularly Incorporate idioms into
your daily conversations and writing. Repetition helps retention. 3. Be cautious of overuse While idioms add flavor to
language, overusing them can sound unnatural. Use them judiciously to enhance clarity and style. 4. Keep a personal
idiom journal Maintain a list of idioms you encounter, along with their meanings and example sentences. Review and
practice them periodically. 5. Understand cultural nuances Some idioms are culturally specific. Ensure you understand
the cultural context to avoid miscommunication.

Sample Exercises with Answers

To test your understanding of advanced idioms, try these exercises.

Exercise 1: Fill in the blank with the appropriate idiom.
1. Despite the difficulties, she decided to ________ and face the challenges head-on. 2. The project was rushed, and
they clearly ________ on safety protocols. 3. When the negotiations started to get heated, he tried to ________ by
making a joke. 4. After months of planning, they finally ________ and launched the new product. 5. He tends to
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________ when he hears criticism, often reacting with anger. Answers: 1. bite the bullet 2. cut corners 3. break the ice 4.
hit the nail on the head 5. fly off the handle

Exercise 2: Match the idiom with its meaning.
a. Burn the midnight oil b. In the same boat c. Cast the first stone d. Jump the gun e. Fly off the handle Meanings: 1. To
act prematurely 2. To work late into the night 3. To criticize others hypocritically 4. To be in the same difficult situation 5.
To suddenly become very angry Answers: a-2, b-4, c-3, d-1, e-5

Conclusion

Mastering advanced English idioms is a powerful way to elevate your language proficiency. They allow you to express
ideas more vividly, understand native speakers better, and communicate with greater sophistication. Remember, the key
to mastering idioms lies in consistent practice, contextual understanding, and cautious integration into your speech and
writing. Keep exploring new idioms, practice their usage, and don’t hesitate to challenge yourself with complex
expressions. With dedication, you'll find that these idioms become an intuitive part of your language arsenal, enabling you
to speak and write more effectively in advanced contexts. Start incorporating these idioms today and watch your
command of English become more nuanced and impactful!

English idioms in use advanced with answers: Unlocking the nuances of sophisticated idiomatic expressions In the
realm of the English language, idioms serve as the colorful, often metaphorical expressions that enrich communication,
allowing speakers to convey complex ideas succinctly and vividly. For learners aiming to master advanced proficiency,
understanding idioms beyond the basic level is crucial — not merely for comprehension but also for nuanced expression.
This comprehensive exploration delves into advanced English idioms, their meanings, usage contexts, and illustrative
answers, offering a valuable resource for language enthusiasts, students, and professionals alike seeking to elevate their
command of idiomatic English.

Understanding Advanced English Idioms

What Are Advanced English Idioms?
Advanced English idioms are expressions that go beyond common, everyday phrases. They often originate from
historical, literary, or cultural contexts, and their meanings are not immediately apparent from the individual words. These
idioms tend to be more figurative, nuanced, and sometimes challenging for non-native speakers to interpret correctly
without contextual understanding. For example, idioms like "throw in the towel" or "bite the bullet" are familiar, but more
sophisticated idioms such as "beyond the pale" or "the elephant in the room" demand a deeper grasp of idiomatic nuance
and cultural significance.

Why Focus on Advanced Idioms?
Mastering advanced idioms offers several benefits: - Enhanced Comprehension: Recognizing idioms improves
understanding of complex texts, speeches, or literature. - Refined Expression: Using idioms appropriately makes speech
and writing more vivid and engaging. - Cultural Insight: Idioms often reflect cultural values, history, and societal norms. -
Academic and Professional Edge: Demonstrating familiarity with advanced idioms can impress in formal writing,
interviews, or debates.



Categories of Advanced English Idioms

To navigate the rich landscape of idioms, it helps to categorize them based on themes or usage contexts.

1. Idioms Related to Human Behavior and Character
These idioms describe personality traits, attitudes, or behaviors in a metaphorical way. - "Bite the bullet": To endure a
painful or unpleasant situation courageously. - "Break the mold": To do something differently from the norm, innovatively. -
"Burn the midnight oil": To work late into the night. - "Carry the torch": To support or advocate passionately for a cause.

2. Idioms on Decision-Making and Judgment
These idioms reflect choices, judgments, or perceptions. - "Read the tea leaves": To attempt to predict future events
based on current signs. - "Cross that bridge when you come to it": To deal with a problem when it arises, not before. - "On
the fence": Being undecided or hesitant about a decision. - "Call the shots": To be in control or make decisions.

3. Idioms Pertaining to Challenges and Difficulties
Expressions that denote adversity or resilience. - "Hit the nail on the head": To identify the exact cause or solution. - "The
ball is in your court": It is someone’s turn to take action. - "Bite off more than you can chew": To take on a task that is too
difficult. - "Weather the storm": To survive difficult times.

4. Idioms Concerning Success and Failure
These describe achievement, setbacks, or progress. - "Climb the ladder": To advance in one’s career. - "Throw in the
towel": To give up or surrender. - "Come up roses": To have a very successful or happy situation. - "A blessing in
disguise": Something that appears bad but results in something good.

5. Idioms Related to Time and Urgency
Time-sensitive expressions. - "Beat the clock": To finish something before a deadline. - "In the nick of time": Just in time to
prevent a problem. - "Against the clock": Under time pressure. - "Time flies": Time passes quickly.

In-Depth Analysis of Selected Advanced Idioms

To appreciate the richness of advanced idioms, let us analyze some in detail, exploring their origins, usage, and
contextual appropriateness.

1. "Beyond the pale"
Meaning: Completely unacceptable or outside the boundaries of acceptable behavior. Origin: This idiom originates from
the Latin "pale" (a stake or boundary). In medieval Ireland, "pale" referred to the boundary of English-controlled territory.
Anything outside this boundary was considered unacceptable or wild. Usage: The phrase is often used to describe
behavior, actions, or policies that are considered extreme or inappropriate. Example: "The company's decision to ignore
environmental regulations was beyond the pale."
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2. "The elephant in the room"
Meaning: An obvious problem or issue that everyone is ignoring or avoiding discussing. Origin: The idiom gained
popularity in the 20th century, symbolizing a large, undeniable issue that is uncomfortable to address. Usage: Commonly
used in meetings, conversations, or social settings when a significant topic is being deliberately overlooked. Example:
"Despite the declining sales, no one mentioned the elephant in the room—the recent layoffs."

3. "Bite the bullet"
Meaning: To endure a painful or difficult situation with courage and resolve. Origin: Historically, soldiers in battlefield
surgeries would bite on a bullet to cope with pain before anesthesia was common. Usage: Used when someone has to
confront an unpleasant task or accept a difficult reality. Example: "I know the surgery is daunting, but you'll have to bite
the bullet and go through with it."

4. "Throw in the towel"
Meaning: To give up or admit defeat. Origin: Derived from boxing, where fighters throw a towel into the ring signaling
surrender. Usage: Used broadly across contexts to suggest surrender or abandonment of efforts. Example: "After several
failed attempts, the team decided to throw in the towel and restart the project."

5. "Weather the storm"
Meaning: To survive a difficult or turbulent period. Origin: Maritime metaphor, where ships endure storms at sea. Usage:
Often applied to personal, financial, or organizational crises. Example: "The startup managed to weather the storm of
financial difficulties during its first year."

Practical Application: Using Advanced Idioms Effectively

Mastery of advanced idioms requires not only memorization but also understanding of their appropriate contextual use to
avoid miscommunication or appearing pretentious. Tips for effective usage: - Know the context: Some idioms are suitable
for formal writing; others are more conversational. - Be aware of connotations: Some idioms carry subtle emotional or
cultural implications. - Avoid overuse: Use idioms sparingly to maintain clarity and impact. - Practice with real-life
examples: Incorporate idioms into speeches, essays, or discussions to develop fluency.

Sample Advanced Idioms with Practice Questions and Answers

To reinforce learning, here are some idioms presented in questions, followed by their answers.

1. Question:
What does the idiom "cross the bridge when you come to it" imply? Answer: It suggests that one should not worry about a
problem until it actually occurs or needs to be addressed.

2. Question:
In a professional setting, if someone says "the ball is in your court," what do they mean? Answer: They mean that it is now
your turn or responsibility to take action or make a decision.



3. Question:
How would you interpret "a blessing in disguise"? Answer: It refers to an apparent misfortune that eventually results in a
positive outcome.

4. Question:
When a project "comes up roses," what has happened? Answer: It has been very successful or resulted in a happy
outcome.

5. Question:
If someone is "on the fence" about a decision, what is their state? Answer: They are undecided or hesitant.

Conclusion: Elevating Your English with Advanced Idioms

Proficiency in advanced English idioms enriches both comprehension and expression, allowing speakers and writers to
communicate with greater nuance, cultural insight, and sophistication. The journey toward mastery involves
understanding origins, contextual appropriateness, and practicing their application in diverse scenarios. As language
continues to evolve, so too will the idioms that color our conversations and texts, reflecting the dynamic nature of English
itself. For learners committed to linguistic excellence, delving into the world of advanced idioms is not merely an
academic exercise but a pathway to more compelling and authentic communication. Whether in professional settings,
academic pursuits, or social interactions, the judicious use of these idioms can transform ordinary language into
extraordinary expression, bridging gaps of

Questions & Answers About english idioms in use advanced with
answers

No Question Answer

1 What does the idiom 'barking up the
wrong tree' mean?

It means accusing or blaming the wrong person or pursuing a
mistaken or misguided course of action.

2 How is the idiom 'bite the bullet' used in
conversation?

It means to endure a painful or unpleasant situation with courage and
acceptance, often when facing something difficult.

3 What does 'the ball is in your court'
imply?

It suggests that it is now someone’s turn to take action or make a
decision in a particular situation.

4 When would you use the idiom 'hit the
nail on the head'?

You use it when someone has accurately identified or correctly
explained the core of a problem or situation.

5 What is the meaning of 'burn the
midnight oil'?

It means to work late into the night or to study or work hard during late
hours.

6 How does the idiom 'a blessing in
disguise' function?

It refers to an apparent misfortune that eventually results in something
good happening.

7 What does the phrase 'cost an arm and
a leg' signify?

It means that something is very expensive or costly.

English idioms, idioms in use, advanced English, idiom meanings, idiom examples, English language learning, idiom
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